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Your Standards Committee 2009-10: 

 
Not photographed: Cllr Mrs Sandra Doggett (SCDC), Cllr Dave Kelleway 
(Teversham Parish Council), Cllr Mrs Janet Lockwood (SCDC), Cllr Tony 
Orgee (SCDC), Mrs Mary Pilfold-Allan (independent member), Mr Eric 
Revell (independent member), Cllr Alex Riley (SCDC), Cllr Chris Tomsett 
(Gamlingay Parish Council) 

Back Row, L-R:  
Cllr Roger Hall, SCDC 
Mr Alan Hampton, Vice-

Chairman and 
independent member 

Cllr Dr Susan van de Ven, 
SCDC 

Cllr Nigel Cathcart, SCDC 
Ms Georgina Butcher, 

independent member 
Cllr Mrs Cicely Murfitt, SCDC 
Mr John House, independent 

member 
Cllr Bob Bryant, Orwell Parish 

Council) 
 
Seated, L-R: 
Mr James Williams, 

independent member 
Mrs Kathy English, Chairman 

and independent member 
Cllr Michael Farrar, 

Stapleford Parish Council 

 

 
Meet the new Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

I have recently, somewhat to my surprise, 
become chairman of the Standards 
Committee.  As many of you will not know 
me, it might be useful to introduce myself.  
Having started out as an Essex girl, for the 
last 20 years I have lived with my husband 
Michael in Milton where I am a licensed lay 
minister at All Saints Church.  In my working 
life I was a solicitor, mainly dealing with 
property transactions but also spending 10 
years working for local authorities.  In my 
spare time I write short stories and am 
member of Oakington Friends (who visit 
people detained at Oakington Immigration 
centre.) 
 
I have been on the Standards Committee 
since autumn 2007 and have watched 
Georgina Butcher’s period as chairman with 
admiration: she will be a difficult act to follow.  
I am very grateful to Alan Hampton for 
agreeing to be vice-chairman. 
 
If you have any suggestions as to what you 
would like the Standards Committee to 
concentrate on during the next year, or any 
other comments, do let me know. 
 

Kathy English 

I am pleased to support Kathy English as vice 
chairman of the Standards Committee. 
I was born in Plymouth and spent most of my 
life living in Cornwall but for the past eight 
years when I moved to Little Thetford with my 
wife Sue, where I am now Church Warden of 
St. Georges Church. 
 
In my working life I was an engineer for 30 
years then worked for Age Concern Cornwall 
as services manager. When I moved to 
Cambridgeshire I worked as a Community 
Development manager with Cambridgeshire 
ACRE but am now retired. 
 
In Cornwall I was a County Councillor, Town 
Councillor and Mayor so I have knowledge of 
Councils and hopefully this will help me with 
the decisions that have to be made. 
 

Alan Hampton 
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You can’t say that?  Can you? 
 Do you think that the Code of Conduct stops you 

having a proper debate?  Would you expect to be in 
trouble if you told a fellow councillor that he or she 
was talking drivel?  Well you may be surprised to 
know that Standards for England (which used to be 
called the Standards Board) give it as an example of 
a comment which does not breach the Code of 
Conduct.   
 
There is nothing in the Code to stop councillors 
having robust vigorous debates.  Lively discussion is 
a crucial part of the democratic process: differences 
of opinion are an essential part of the cut and thrust 
of political life.  If you think that a proposed policy is 
wrong, you should feel free to say so.   
 
So what shouldn’t you say?  Well I’m sure you don’t  

need reminding that bullying and intimidation are out of order, as are personal insults.  So if you 
disagree with Councillor Smith say so, but don’t also call him a “useless, fat, dim-witted, ugly, four-
eyed git.” 

Kathy English 
 

 
 
2009/10 Work Programme: Parish Liaison Working Group 
Part of the Standards Committee’s remit is to provide annual training to parish councillors and 
clerks and to give advice as required.  With 102 parish and community councils and meetings in 
South Cambridgeshire, it can be a struggle to try to get everyone involved, so we’ve set up a 
Parish Liaison Working Group, including the four parish council representatives on the Standards 
Committee, to determine how this can be done.  We’re trying to work out the best ways to work 
with parish councils and to provide the necessary support and training, and how to ensure that we 
hear and act on your concerns.  If you have any suggestions, please contact one of the four parish 
council members on the Standards Committee or Holly Adams, Democratic Services Officer 
supporting the Standards Committee (full contact details are at the end of the newsletter). 
 

 
 
South Cambs Parish Forum – Autumn 2009 
We’re rescheduling the Parish Forum events to give everyone a bit more notice to pop one of 
these dates into your busy diaries – these won’t be straightforward training sessions where you’re 
expected to sit and listen while someone drones on – these are for parish councillors to come and 
raise issues of importance to them, to get advice on some of the hot topics facing parish councils, 
and to speak to other parish councillors about the way things are done in different parts of South 
Cambs. 
 
We’ve been working with the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local Councils 
(CPALC) to identify topics of greatest interest to parish councils: 
 The changing role of parish councils 
 Parish council planning powers and potential problem areas 
 New power of wellbeing 
 Capacity-building projects 
 Code of Conduct and key areas of advice to parish councils  
 Data Protection Act and Freedom of Information issues for 

parish councils  
 Parish Liaison with SCDC and partnership working  
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We’ll tried to book different times and venues so everyone has an opportunity to attend.  Each 
forum will last approximately two hours and cover the same topics. 
 
CPALC will be sending invitations directly to all parish councils as soon as dates have been agreed 
(likely September / October 2009).  
 

 
 
Reminder: Parish Council Member Election 
Parish council members are elected directly by South Cambridgeshire parish councils and 
meetings, all of whom have been asked if they wish to nominate any of their councillors for the 
role.  The closing date for receipt of nominations is Friday 7 August 2009.  If more than one 
nomination is received, the process will continue to a ballot and all nominees will be asked to 
provide supporting statements of not more than one side of A4 paper.  (In the likely event that a 
ballot will be conducted, we ask that parish clerks submit their nominee’s supporting statement 
along with notice of the nomination.)  The district council will circulate these statements and ballot 
papers to all parish councils and meetings, and asks that all ballots be returned to the Monitoring 
Officer at SCDC by Friday 28 August 2009.  This will ensure that the newly-elected member will 
be able to attend the next ordinary committee meeting on 9 September 2009. 
 
Advice to Parish Council and Meeting Clerks on conducting a 

ballot of your Councillors 
If an election is conducted but you haven't any parish council 
meetings scheduled between notification of an election and the 
ballot return deadline of 28 August 2009, you could survey the 
parish councillors by telephone, letter and / or e-mail, and return 
the ballot paper marked with the parish council's majority view, as 
the ballot does not need to be completed at a formal meeting.  All 
clerks will have been provided with the candidates' supporting 
statements as soon as possible after the nominations deadline of 7 
August 2009, so there are three weeks to disseminate the 
information and prepare your parish council's response.  In the 
case of a tied vote amongst your parish councillors, please follow 
your own agreed procedures, for example, the Chairman's casting 
vote or drawing a name from a hat. 

 

 
Please note that there will be one ballot provided to each parish council, to be used to indicate the 
whole parish council's majority view.  Please use only the ballot provided by SCDC and do not 
make additional copies for those parish councillors who did not support the majority view. 
 

 
 
All Politicians are the same.  Aren’t they?   
The reputation of politicians could hardly be lower.  The continuing revelations about MPs’ expense 
claims, especially their second homes allowances, have left many people utterly disillusioned.    
 
Yet any councillor who claims for expenses he or she has not incurred runs the risk of being found 
in breach of the Code of Conduct and being (for example) suspended from office.  I wonder if MPs 
would be in their present position if they had applied to themselves the standards they require of 
Councillors? 
 
There is a danger that the general public’s poor opinion of MPs will prejudice their view of 
Councillors.  One of my aims as Chairman is to let the public know that their local councillors work 
very hard for little or no reward and are required by law to comply with the highest ethical 
standards. 

Kathy English 
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A note from the Revenues Service at SCDC: Council Tax Arrears and 
Restriction on Voting Rights at Parish Council Meetings 
 
The Local Government Finance Act 1992 places restrictions on the voting 
rights of members of a local authority, including parish councillors, who are 
more than two months in arrears with payment of their council tax. 

 
The restrictions contained in Section 106 of the Act state that a Member must not vote on the 
setting of a council tax precept, or on any recommendation, resolution or decision that might affect 
the calculation of a precept.  At the start of any meeting that is to consider such matters, the 
Member is also required to disclose that Section 106 applies to them.  The restriction applies to 
meetings of committee and sub-committees in addition to full meeting of the local authority. 
 
A person failing to comply with the requirements of Section 106 is liable to a fine up to level 3 on 
the standard scale upon conviction by a Magistrates’ Court.  
 
The legislation is available on the HMSO web site at this link 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts1992/ukpga_19920014_en_8#pt4-pb2-l1g106 
 
General help and advice about paying council tax is available by telephoning the District Council 
on 03450 045 0064. 
 

 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 

Should elected councillors use internet message boards? 
There’s no reason why not.  The Standards Committee 
discussed the topic of internet forums and felt that they were 
part of modern life where views were exchanged, and were a 
way to keep in touch with residents.  It’s also a useful way to 
explain why your authority made a particular decision or give 
notice of forthcoming meetings and events, especially those 
where there are opportunities for public participation.   

Just remember that, even if you conclude your posts by saying that what you have written is your 
personal view only, the Code of Conduct applies if you are acting or giving the impression that you 
are acting in your official capacity. 
 
Who is the Monitoring Officer and what is his role? 
The Local Government and Housing Act 1989 created the role of Monitoring Officer to ensure the 
lawfulness and fairness of Council decision-making, for example, ensuring that the Council has 
complied with all relevant legislation before making a decision.  The Monitoring Officer advises the 
Council on the legality of its decision-making; provides guidance to councillors on the Council’s 
Constitution and its powers; maintains the Council’s Constitution; and ensures that the public has 
access to all decision-making information and background papers 
 
The Local Government Act 2000 and subsequent regulations added to the Monitoring Officer’s 
duties a requirement to assist the Standards Committee in its role of promoting and maintaining 
high standards of conduct for councillors.  In this aspect of his role, the Monitoring Officer 
represents the District Council and all South Cambridgeshire parish councils and meetings. 
 
In 2005 the Audit Commission recommended that the Council demonstrate its commitment to open 
and sound decision-making by ensuring that the Monitoring Officer’s responsibilities lay with a 
Chief Officer, and Steve Hampson, the Council’s Executive Director, was appointed to the role.  He 
is assisted by Catriona Dunnett, Principal Solicitor, and Fiona McMillan, Senior Lawyer, as Deputy 
Monitoring Officers. 
 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts1992/ukpga_19920014_en_8#pt4-pb2-l1g106


Standards Committee Newsletter Summer 2009 

 

Page 5 of 7 

A full description of the role and responsibilities of the Monitoring Officer is available in the SCDC 
Constitution, Part 2, Article 12.03: Functions of the Monitoring Officer – see www.scambs.gov.uk 
and click on Council and Democracy and then Constitution, or contact Holly Adams (see end of the 
newsletter) for a paper copy. 

 
How can local councils' panels be objective and impartial when handling local issues / 
complaints, etc.? 
The Standards Committee is made up of Council members (appointed by full Council and not by 
political parties) – two from each political group so that no one group dominates, as well as the two 
members who do not belong to a recognised political group; four parish council members, who are 
elected directly by South Cambridgeshire parish councils and meetings; and seven independent 
members, whose appointment follows an application and interview process based on employment 
law – the appointment process recently was commended in a University of Nottingham {?} national 
study as an example of good practice.  Until recently the SCDC Standards Committee was the 
largest in the UK, but this was done on purpose to ensure that, no matter what the case, we’d have 
enough members to consider it locally. 
 
All the members of the Standards Committee, including co-opted members, must sign up to the 
Code of Conduct and complete a written declaration of interests, which is available for public 
inspection.  When the Standards Committee appoints its panels, it not only ensures compliance 
with all legal regulations (the Chairman must be an independent member, a parish council member 
must be present when parish matters are considered), but also aims to ensure that there’s a 
balance of council, parish and independent members, taking into consideration political group 
membership where relevant.  It also appoints a number of substitute members who can fill in for 
regular members if there’s a conflict of interests. 
 
When the Monitoring Officer receives an allegation, he is able to consider the panel membership 
and, as he holds the public register of members’ interests, will be able to advise members with 
conflicts of interest that they would not be able to participate.  So you can rest assured that no-one 
will sit on a panel hearing a complaint against a friend relative or business colleague. 
 
Should there ever be an occasion where it is absolutely impossible for a case to be considered 
locally, we can refer the matter to Standards for England to determine – and now that new 
regulations for joint working have been published, we can co-opt Standards Committee members 
of neighbouring authorities to help. 
 
Why do I have to let you know if I want to be notified of any complaints made about me?  
Shouldn’t this process be automatic? 
This isn’t one of those questions with a quick and easy answer!  Statutory guidance, Local 
Assessment of Complaints, published by Standards for England to accompany the Standards 
Committee (England) Regulations 2008, states that, “The monitoring officer has the discretion to 
take the administrative step of acknowledging receipt of a complaint and telling the subject 
member that a complaint has been made about them." 
 
The Council must take account of this guidance whenever it 
receives a complaint.  The Standards Committee – and full Council 
– discussed this issue at great length during 2008/09; the 
Standards Committee’s majority preference was to provide the 
subject member with full details upon receipt of a complaint, but 
the Committee is bound by legislation: all it is able to do at this 
early stage is to tell you the name of the complainant – unless the 
complainant has sought and been granted anonymity – and which 
area(s) of the Code were alleged to have been breached.  The  
Standards Committee felt that telling someone just these snippets of information could be upsetting 
without further details available, and so the decision was taken to ask all district and parish 
councillors if they'd want to know this much as soon as a complaint was received. 
 

http://www.scambs.gov.uk/


Standards Committee Newsletter Summer 2009 

 

Page 6 of 7 

Only after the Local Assessment Panel has met does the standards committee has the power to 
give a written summary of the allegation to a subject member (Section 57C(2) of the Local 
Government Act 2000). 
 
Although it seems different, this system has not changed from when Standards for England 
received complaints: the subject member was never notified on receipt of complaint but only after 
an initial sift had been done and a decision taken on whether the compliant should be investigated.  
What we’re asking you to do is to let us know whether you’d like to know what information we’re 
able to provide from as soon as we’ve received a complaint. 
 
Letting us know if you would like to be notified does not mean that you will be informed 
automatically, but is provided to assist the Monitoring Officer in deciding whether or not to use his 
discretion to make such notification.  There could be cases where he would not notify someone –
even if that person has asked to be told – but these would be only in very serious cases, for 
example, where the complainant had requested from, and been granted anonymity by, the 
Standards Committee because identifying the complainant could put the complainant at risk. 

 
 
Getting in touch 
An important change: 
We have now moved all SCDC telephone numbers from 08450 to 03450. This means that 
contacting the Council will now count as a local call with most telephone providers since the 
previous 08450 numbers weren’t recognised as local by some providers under their free local calls 
offers.  The old numbers will continue to work in tandem with the new numbers for some time yet, 
so you will still be able to get through to us on either number. We would ask you to start updating 
your records so that you can get the benefit of the new number as soon as possible. 
 
Parish Council Members: 

 

We’d like to hear from you.  We’re publishing the most frequently asked 
questions in all our newsletters.  Don’t forget that the parish council members 
of the Standards Committee are there to represent all of South 
Cambridgeshire’s parish councils and meetings, and there is a standing item 
on every committee agenda for them to report the feedback they’ve received: 

Robert Bryant 
10 Stocks Lane 
Orwell 
Royston 
Herts   SG8 5QS 
01223 207256 
robertbryant399@btinternet.com 

 

Michael Farrar 
37 Hawthorne Road 
Stapleford 
Cambridge CB22 
5DU 
01223 840947 
michael.farrar@virgin.net 

Dave Kelleway 
87 Fulbourn Road 
Teversham 
Cambridge CB21 5AJ 
01223 293743 
dave.kelleway@homecall.co.uk 

Chris Tomsett 
10 Dolphins Way 
Gamlingay 
Sandy 
Beds SG19 3NL 
01767 650009 
cft@mosaic.demon.co.uk 

 
District Council Members: 
Many of the district council members are also parish councillors – and all of them work regularly 
with parish councils and meetings – so they can also offer assistance with matters specific to 
parish councils, or answer questions about the district council: 
Nigel Cathcart 
68 Spring Lane 
Bassingbourn 
Royston 
Herts SG8 5HT 
01763 243637  
cllr.cathcart@scambs.gov.uk 

Mrs Sandra Doggett 
9 Haggis Gap 
Fulbourn 
Cambridge 
CB21 5HD 
01223 880029 
cllr.doggett@scambs.gov.uk 

 

Roger Hall 
11 Almond Grove 
Bar Hill 
Cambridge 
CB23 8DU 
007784 770083 
cllr.hall@scambs.gov.uk 

Mrs Janet Lockwood 
The Old House 
31 High Street 
Hauxton 
Cambridge CB22 5HW  
01223 870240 
cllr.lockwood@scambs.gov.uk 

 

mailto:robertbryant399@btinternet.com
mailto:michael.farrar@virgin.net
mailto:dave.kelleway@homecall.co.uk
mailto:cft@mosaic.demon.co.uk
mailto:cllr.cathcart@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.doggett@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.hall@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.lockwood@scambs.gov.uk
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District Council Members (continued): 
Mrs Cicely Murfitt 
10 Silver Street 
Guilden Morden 
Royston 
Herts 
SG8 0JT  
01763 852526 
cllr.murfitt@scambs.gov.uk 

Tony Orgee 
8 Bourn Bridge Road 
Little Abington 
Cambridge 
CB21 6BJ 
01223 891464 
cllr.orgee@scambs.gov.uk 

Alex Riley 
St Michael's Mount 
St Michael's 
Longstanton 
Cambridge  
CB24 5BZ 
01954 208000 
cllr.riley@scambs.gov.uk 

Dr Susan van de Ven 
95 North End 
Meldreth 
Royston 
Herts 
SG8 6NU 
01763 261833 
cllr.vandeven@scambs.gov.uk 

 
Independent Members: 
The independent members are also happy to hear from you – they have been appointed to help 
increase public confidence and provide a clear signal that the committee is fair.  The independent 
representatives also bring a wider perspective from their outside experiences: 
Ms Georgina Butcher 
23 Middle Street 
Thriplow 
Royston, Herts SG8 
7RD 
01763 208426 
georgina@butcher-
doulton.demon.co.uk 
 

Mrs Kathleen English 
26 Froment Way 
Milton 
Cambridge CB24 6DT 
01223 440781 
kmenglish55@msn.com 

Mr Alan Hampton 
9 Orchid Close 
Little Thetford 
Ely 
Cambridgeshire 
CB6 3JE 
01353 648181 
ashorchid9@aol.com 

Mr John House 
32 Gilmerton Court 
Long Road 
Cambridge CB2 9HQ 
01223 847083 
housej@hotmail.co.uk 

Mrs Mary Pilfold-Allan 
Quarry House 
24 Bloomsfield 
Burwell 
Cambridge CB25 0RA 
01638 744050 

Mary.basham@keme.co.uk 

Eric Revell 
Tanglewood 
15 Harlton Road 
Little Eversden  
Cambridge CB23 1HB 
01223 263014 
ERICMREV@greenbee.net 

James G Williams 
Leicester House 
Moorfield Road 
Duxford 
Cambridge CB22 4PS 
01223 834640 
Kathryn.Williams@talktalk.net 

 
Officers: 
Finally, there are officers of South Cambridgeshire District Council and the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Association of Local Councils (CPALC) who can provide advice: 
Catriona Dunnett 
Deputy Monitoring Officer, SCDC 
01954 713308 
catriona.dunnett@scambs.gov.uk 

Fiona McMillan 
Deputy Monitoring Officer, SCDC 
01954 713027 
fiona.mcmillan@scambs.gov.uk 
 

Office Manager, CPALC 
33 Stephenson Road 
St Ives, Cambs PE27 3WJ  
01480 375629 
accounts@cpalc-cambs.org.uk    

Holly Adams 
Democratic Services Officer supporting 
Standards Committee, SCDC 
01954 713030 
holly.adams@scambs.gov.uk 
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